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The Athenian 


Saturday, Apri 1. 1693. 


Gentlemen, 


Quelt. 1. Have Married 4 Man of 2 contrary Opinion to 
my own : Query is, If 1 may lawfully bring 
up the Children in my own Opinion, unknown 

tohim, thd be be utterly againft it ? 

An{w. The Refolution of this Query depends upon 

Faét, if you are of the right Religion, you ought un- 

doubtedly to bring up the Children in the fame, 1f pol- 


fibly you can ; and which is the right, We have enquird 
into ina former Queftion. 


Queft. 2. Iam defired to Anfwer for a Child, whofe Fa- 
ther knowingly will not let be Baptized: Now whether I 
may not juftly refuje is for that reafon, fearing I fhall not be 
able to perform that Promife Ufhall make for it ; Pray, Gen- 
tlemen, your {peedy An[wer to it ? — 

An{w. To this We Reply, that the Baptifin of a Child 
is of fo high Concern, tho’ it mayn’t be abfolutely ne- 
eeffary to Salvation, that it ought not to be omitted, 
thd one of the Parents fhou’d be fo again{t it, unlefs he 
aftually oppofe itin fich a manner as it can’t be ac- 
complifh’d But this Baptifin cannot be legally per- 
form’d in the Church of England without Sureties, 
therefore fome there mu‘t be, and you may have op- 
portunity to remind the Child when it comes to Age 
of what was promis d for it, and do all chat you can to 
have it well inftruéted, nor does God or the Church re- 
quire more, your Task being alfo the lels, becaule the 
Mothers Care may partly vacaze yours. 


Queft. 3. There’s a Raven has built a Neft in the North- 
weft Pinnacle of Louth-Church in Lincolnthire, ( which 
Church is 57 foot higher than Bow ) the like bas not been 
remember'd of 60 years, and above : Some People look upon 
it as Ominous, your Thoughts are defir'd onthe Matter ? 

An(w. The Bufineis is a great way off, and therefore 
as the Old Woinan faid, it mayn’t be zrue — But true 
or falfe, *tis fcarce worth the while to go fo far for fa- 
tisfaction, fince be it Raven or Ow], or what it will, 
cis all one, and fignifies no more, We believe, than 
that the Riven was willing to choole the beft place fhe 
cou'd find for a Profpe# for her felf, and her Young 
Ones. As for any thing Ominous tn't, We think its on- 
fit to be laugh’d at with the Old Auguries, for it can 
ignifie nothing thac we know of either Naturally, or 
by Injtitution ; and indeed how fhou’ a Bird know more 
than a Man, and how foretel! others Fates, that does 
not know its own? whether it fhal! be for or ftarv’d, 
or what end ‘twill come to— As Meffulam in Fofepbus 
Wittily faid, when he took his Bow and Arrows, and 
kil’d the Bird out of which the Sooth{aers were going 
to fetch Miracles. By the way, poor Lincolnjbire is ve- 
ry unlucky of late, for this ic feems is che fecond dire- 
tul O:nen that Wife Mr. afb has ditcover’d in’t within 
thefe few Weeks, the Sutton Whale being full as famous 
as the fouth-Steeple-Raven; thd We contets, had this 
Raven, like a Halycon, (wum down the River, and buile 
its Neff in the Sea, and this Gensle Whale flown o’re the 
Mountains tops —~—Topt the Moulds, and been Ship- 
wracke ov the Northwe/k pinnacle of Louth Church, 
there had been thea fomething in the bufinefs if not 
very Ominous, yet very wonderful, and wou'd have well 
deferv’d the notice of the Chronécle as wel] as the Abhbe- 
nian Mercury. 


Queit. 4. About half in hour after the eating a {poonful . 


or bru of Honey, I bave always had feveral little [wellings 
About she upper end of my fhort Ribbs that point towards my 
Stomach, oa buth fides, foneshing refembling thé ting of a 


Nettle, but always much larger ; fometimes broader than 4 
New half-Crown, ufually BE or lefs according to the 
quantity eaten, and always preceded and accompany’d with 4 
tingling and itching. They ufually continue an hour or two, 
and go away gradually: This T have often experienc’d, and 
your Opinion in’t will Oblige, Tour, 8c. 

Anfw. We know from many Experiments, that feve- 
veral Perfons have really {uch a great and an unaccoun- 
table Antipathy to Honey, that for ought we know, our 
Old Friend Ariftetles Occult Qualities mutt help out the 
wileft Philofopber inthe World, or elfe he muft fay no- 
thing at all, which is juft the fame. The Royal 
Tranfadtions give us two remarkable Inftances of what 
we have afferted, one of a Gentlewoman in Ireland, 
who had fuch a ftrong averfion for Homey, that it being 
only an Ingredient in a Plaifter fhe had occafion to make 
ufe of, had almoft coft her her Life, {welling her as if 
poyton'd. The other more fatal here in England, of 
a Gentleman, who having the fame Antipathy againit 
It, and accidentally drinking when hor, a Glals of Afead, 
without tafting or knowing what "twas, within a tew 
minutes after dropc d»wn dead, and never came to him- 
felfagain. Thefe Inftances are both ftrange enough, but 
the prefent outdoes em both, being indeed fo ftrange, 
thar "tis but fair we fhou’d defire further fatisfaction of 
matter of Faét, before we puzzle our felves and the 
World withaay Hypothefis of the Reafon on’t; We 
theretore muft defire the Gent. to appoint where he'll 
meet {ome of the Society any time next Week, dnd they'll 
waitupon him, and afterwards if che thing be as he 
aflerts, endeavour to enquire how it comes to be fo, 
at leaft propofe it publickly to the Ingenious, chat i¢ 
may receive a Clearer Solution than We can give it. 


Queft. 5. I’m 4 Toung Man free from the bad Confequen- 
ces of 4 depraved Education, and have hitherto endeavour'd 
always to act by that Golden Rule, Doing as I'd be done to: 
Neverthele(s being defirous, if poffble, to fettle my Mind in 
the true Orthodox Religion, defire you'd {peedily [es befote me 
the Follies and Errors of thefe following Religions, and tbe 
Realons why I ought not to embrace any of "em — Mabome- 
tani{m, Pagani{m, Popery ; and of thofe call'd Proteftants, 
Anabaptifts, Quakers, and Muggletonians: Now if you can 
prove any Religion the only Way to Salvation, I /ball im- 
mediately embrace it, being at prefent pretty indifferent as to 
thofe Matters ? 

Anfw. This is a large Field, having almoft alone Eni- 
ploy’d the whole Art of Printing tor feveral of the 
laft Ages. To Anfwer as briefly as we can, Mzbome- 
tani(m can’t bethe true Religion, becaufe ’tis founded up- 
on Force and Impofture, and contradiéts Morality and 
Natural Religion. That ‘twas planted, carry’d on, and 
is preferv’d by Force and Blood only, is too clear to 
need any proof: That “tis a perfest Impofture is as plain, 
becaule its Author pretended a miraculous Miffion from 
Heaven, with a new Law, but brought no Miracles to 
atteft it, as our Saviour did, nay, his Writings contra- 
diét our Saviours, the Truth of whole Doétrines were 
attefted by numerous and inconteftable Miracles. Laft- 
ly, it contradiéts Natural Religion, becaufe the natural 
Religious Sentiments of our Minds encline to Tempe- 
rance aud Purity, bue Mahomet permits dn unbounded 
Extravagance in Pleafures of that Nature, nay, makes 
it part of his Brutal Heaven. For Popery, We think 
it notthe True Religion, among a thouland other Rea- 
fons, for thefe tvvo or three, We think, pretty weigh- 
ty ones; becaufe perfect Popery, abftraéted from pure 
Cbriffianity, is vifibly founded upon Intereft and Praéfite, 
and Old Wives Tales, becaufe it denies us the ufe of our 
Senfes and Reafons, vvheré God leaves ‘em at liberey ; 
becanfe ic teaches and requires to worfhip God by fma- 
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ges, which is delatry — And becaule the Pope's Anti- 
chit, as We have formerly provsl from Scripture, 
Authority and Reafon. Neither can Paganifm be the 
true Relizion, or right Way ot Worfhipping God, be- 
caufe of their Polythei{m; or i they flip that Argument, 
becaufe they make ZImzzes of the Divine Nature, and 
Adore him rhe’ and by them — and becaufe al] their Re- 
ligion, diftinét from Natural, was made up either from 
ridiculous Imitations of, the Jewifh Ceremonies, or 
Novel Inventions of their own — and befides, their 
Worfhip was all different from each other in different 
Nations, whereas ‘Truth is Wniform. For thofe feveral 
Sects here at home which you’ve nam'd, We have dealt 
with "em in former Papers, and may agen in fuceecding. 
For the firft, they are generally Orthodox, unlels in the 
Point of Infant-Baptifm, wherein We think they are mifta- 
ken. For the fecond — God forbid but We fhou'd believe 
thole of "em may be Saud who believe a Saviour, a 
Chrijt wi:hout as well as within ’em, who firs at the 
right hand of God. For the Afugg/etonians, We know 
fot where to find an account of their Creed, unleis in 
Bedlam or Newgate — but according to all We have 
feen of it, We dare affirm notwithftanding al! their 
Curfes,that ‘tis impofiible it fhou'd bring a Man co Heaven, 
untefs Nonfenfe and Blafphemy be the way thither. By 
removing the falfe the true will appear, — which mutt 
be firft, Chriftian Religion in general in oppofition to Pa- 
ganifm and Mahometani{m, We'll add, what 1s call'd 
Deijn — That this Kelizion muft come from God, ap- 
pears plain to us, becaute ‘tis moft like bim, as far as 
We can know any thing of him by Nature or former 
Revelation — It gives us the jufteft and higheft Noti- 
ons of him, and the moft pure and fimple way of Wor- 
|bipping him, and tends to make Mankind happy, and 
brings with it the Evidence ot Miracles and Reajon : Atl 
this Deifm or Natural Religion, abftra¢ted from Re- 
veal’d, was and is too Weak to perform —as we fee in 
Faét, when all che World having that only for its chief 
or main Guide, funk into Paganifmand Polythei{m: Nor, 
confidering the Blindnefs of our Afinds and Weak- 
nefs of our Reafon, cou'd it do any thing elle, againft 
both of which Chrijfianity helps us. This in general, 
for the particular Forms of Chriftian Worfhip, we mult 
firft Premife, that there’s a great deal of difference be- 
tween the only way, and the {afe way to Salva‘ion. Chrift 
Jefuus indeed is the on/7 way, his Word the only adequate 
Rule of Faith and Life, and accordingly the Chriftian 
Religion in general; but then in particular, fome forts 
of Chriftians may come nearer that Rule, and fome be 
farther from it — The neareft to ic We think is the pre- 
fent Doétrine and eftabiith’d Difcipline of the Church of 
England, (if We did not think fo, ’twoud be a fhame 
for us to be of it, asd We hope We can prove what 
We think ) this being in our Judgments the moft grave, 
decent and rational Communion that We know of, and 
built fo firm upon the Foundarion of the Apoftles and Pro- 
phers, the Confeffors and Martyrs, that as they never 
yet have, fo We truft the Gares of Hell never fhall pre- 
vail againft it. 


Queft. 6. I'm a Tradefman not long fince fet up in the 
World, having nothing to begin with, and marry’d one that 
had juft as much — We bave been at confiderable Charge, 
a:tis v{ual for young Bezinners ; but befides this Ihave a 
Father who is in Publick Service all Summer, and receives 
his Pay bur once a Year, when he {pends it extravagantly, 
and cones und lives upon me all the Winter, my Mother be- 
ing alfo with me — Tris Charge I find makes me netwith- 
Aanding a!l my Care, run bebind hand in the World, being 
confiderably in Debt, and am afraid fhan’t be able to hold 
it much longer, tho Vm fatisfrd I fpend nothing but what's 
ablolutely necefjary either my {elf or in my Family: 1 defire 
sour Advice therefore wbetber Tm thus bound to relieve my 
Father, and bow I fhall get my Creditors paid, and my Wife 
and Children maintain'd without being Chargeable to the 
Parifp ? ‘ 

An{w. We'd very unwillingly Write any thing that 
fhou’d but feem to encourage Difobedience or Dilrefpect 
to Parenis, which all the Witty Fools of the World are now 
pleasd co think almoft a neceflary part of good Breeding. 
However in this Cale, We think ‘tis neicher one nor 


t’other, not to Wrong other People as well as your felf, 
and Wife and Children, notto relieve the Wants, but to 
furnith to the Extravagancies of your Father — You 
ought therefore as handfomly as you ean to let him 
know your Circumftances and Burden, ( and if you can 
think of no better Way, fhow him our Anfwer here ) 
and chat you rather might expect Help from him, he 
having no Charge but himfelf and his Wife, tham he 
from you, as the Cafe ftands with gou. Do this, and 
defire him as refpeétfully as you can ta remove, and 
then live as thriftily your felf as poffible,-which We 
queftion. whether you do, notwithitanding your affir- 
mation, there being many Expences ( particularly great 
Feafts at Chriftnings ) which are tar from being 2b/.- 
lutely necefJary, tho’ we generally think ’em fo. This is 
the beft way that We can think of, after performing 
your Duty toward God, and in order to get his Bleffing, 
to get out of your prefent Melancholly Condition. 


oF Whereas there are feveral things lately put into ou 
Mercury without our Ajfent or Knowledge, and centra- 
ry to our former Promifes to the World, We the firft Ay- 
thors and Principal Members, bave upon Calling over 
the Matter, thought fit once mre to make this publick 
Protejt, that if either our Bookfeller or Printer phall for 
the future fuffer any Perfon whatever to repeat the like 
Impofition, We fhall then give Publick Notice of it, 
and think our felves fuffictently difengag’d from any 
Concern in this Paper. 


Adbertifements. 


a i Mourners Directory, guiding him to the Middle 

Way betwixt the two Extreams, Defect, Ex- 

cels of Sorrow for his Dead. To which is added rhe 
Mourners Soliloquy. By Thomas Doolitile, M. A, 

London, Printed tor Tho. Cockerill at the rhree Leges in 

the Poulirey, over againtt the Stocks Market. 1693. 


Second Volume of Diicourfes or Sermons on fe- 
veral Scriptures. By Exzekicl Hojhins, late Lord 
Biftop of London-Derry. 
Prefent for Servants, from their Minifters, Ma- 
fters, or other Friends, elpecially in Countrey 
Parifhes. 
Both Printed tor Nathaniel Ranew, at the Kings-Arms 
in Se. Paul's Church-yard. 1693. 


Amily Devotions for Sunday Evenings throughout the 
Year, being Praétical Diicouries with fuirable 
Prayers. By Dheopbilus Dorrington, Author of the Re- 
formed Devations. 
London, Printed for Fobn Wyar at the Refe in St. Paul's 
Church-yard. 1693. 


He Famous OYL for giving Eale inthe GOUT, ¢ {6 
often mentioned in the Gazette ) prepared by Richard 
Stoughton, Apethecary, at the Unicorn in Southwark, <4f- 
proved of, and given under the Hands of their Majefties Phy- 
ficians, and above twenty others Eminent of the Colledge, 
London, and that to be a Safe ard Proper Medicine no way 
hurtful, nor in the leaft Repelling ; u being allo by often 
Experience, found to be the be(t outward Aszlication ever 
made ufe of, for removing old Aches, Pains, Biuiles, Strains, 
Numbnels, Stittnels, rhe want of Motion, and Weak: e's of 
any Part (efpecially that Weaknels remaining after a Fit of 
the GOUT ) as alfo in the Pallie, and in Weaknef{s and Ric- 
kets in Children. In thefe particulars I dave affirm no Exter- 
nal Application in the World more effedual, and the fitteft 
Medicine for thofe that ( for fome of the Gales above-mention- 
ed ) ue the Bath or Bagnio, to be applied then when the Peres 
are open; it is ftill fold ( with a Paper of Diredions at large ) 
At Man's Coffee-houle at Charing-Crois ; Will's ia Co- 
vent-Garden ; Vigure’s at the Parliament-Houle ; John? 
in Bullers-Rents ; Richard's at Temple-Bar ; Afr. Leving- 
fton, Fruiterer at the Royal Exchange ; by The. Howkins 
in George-yard in Lumbard-ftreer, and at the Authors own 
Houfe. The target Bortles Ten Shillings, the {mallet Five 
ShiJlings. 
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